Patricia Skinner, University of Southampton David C Lindberg, Roger Bacon and the origins ofPerspectiva in the Middle Ages. A critical edition and English translation of Bacon's Perspectiva with introduction and notes, Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1996, pp. cxi, 411, £60.00 (0-19-823992-0 it is found in the majority of the manuscripts. The form "Alhazen" marks the influence of the spelling adopted in Friedrich Risner's edition of 1572.) Some mentions of "the physicians" are explained in the notes (pp. 341-92) as references to Galen, but as the index does not cover the notes the passages can be retrieved only through the Introduction.
Since this book includes a translation, its users will very probably include newcomers to the subject. They would run into problems if they simply started with the Introduction. To summarize: do not let your students read only this book: it partly needs the rest of the good library in which it will be found. All the same, for anyone frivolous or serious enough to plunge straight into the main text, it is very good indeed, with scholarly notes providing hand-holds and water wings.
J V Field, Birkbeck College
